
Energy Code Market Assessment of Idaho 
The following is a brief summary of a report prepared for the  

Bonneville Power Administration in November 2012 

First study of its kind in Idaho to identify barriers and gauge perceptions 
in relation to energy code adoption, compliance, enforcement and cost. 

 
Online surveys were distributed in mid-2012 to 440 city and county elected officials, 652 building officials, 300 architects 
and 1,122 homeowners through the Association of Idaho Cities (AIC), Idaho Association of Building Officials (IDABO), 
American Association of Architects (AIA) and several Neighborhood Associations.  Builders declined survey participation 
after multiple attempts were made to include them.  Response rates ranged from 4% to 16%. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Results indicate that the level of support for the adoption of the 2009 energy code is good, but views on future adoption 
of a more stringent energy code are not as clear.  When asked about voting on a stronger energy code tomorrow, the 
groups were equally divided; however, a significant majority of all audiences consider it highly to moderately important 
that Idaho building codes are consistent with a national standard.  This finding implies a preference for adopting each 
new version of the code every three years if barriers such as cost and learning curve can be overcome.  Of particular 
relevance, homeowners expressed a willingness to pay an increased cost for a more energy-efficient home.    
  

The complete market assessment study is available at www.idahoenergycode.com 
Study developed and conducted by Sharon Grant (Eco Edge), Ken Baker (K energy), Leon Duce (Association of Idaho Cities), Jennifer 
Pope (Idaho Office of Energy Resources) and Ron Whitney (Idaho Division of Building Safety). 

81% of building officials 

49% of elected officials 

50% of building officials 

Support the adoption of 
the current energy code 

Perceive cost as the most 

significant barrier to energy code 

compliance 

71% of building officials 

61% of architects 
 

See home performance testing 

as the most challenging 

component with which to 

comply 
78% of elected officials 

90% of building officials 

84% of architects 
75% of homeowners 

Believe it is moderately or highly 

important that Idaho codes are 

consistent with a national standard 

79% of homeowners 

Are willing to finance $1,000-$2,500 
or $2,500-$5,000 for a home that 
will save 15% on energy bills H
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